
September 2011 Edition           Quote of the Month:  It’s what you learn after you know it all that counts.” –John Wooden 

COYOTE NATION 
Upcoming Events 

 
Monday Night 
Training for anyone 
serious about 
Basketball, every 
Monday Night. 
See 3DHoops.net 
 
9/9 
Skyline Football vs. 
Mountain View 
 
9/9-10 
Skyline Volleyball in 
Westwood Tourney 
@ Skyline HS 
 
9/16 
Skyline Fball @ 
Dobson 
 
9/23 
Skyline Fball @ 
DRidge 
 
9/30 
Skyline Fball vs 
Highland 
 
 
Attn Coyote Nation: 
If you have an important date 
you would like on this 
calendar, email  
Coach Cooper 
dpcooper@mpsaz.org 

 
 

 
Coyote Supporters 

 

 
 

����
Sheridan/ Larson 

Law Firm 
 

 
Wing Orthodontics 

 

 
East Valley Church 

of the Nazarene 

Skyline to Play in Premier Fall League 
The Coyotes have opted for stiff competition early in the preseason 

The Skyline Boys’ Basketball Program has entered 
into one of the premier fall leagues in the state of 
Arizona.  On September 14, Skyline will face off 
against the Dobson Mustangs to kickoff the 2011 
MYB High School Fall League.  The Coyotes will 
also see the likes of Desert Ridge, Mountain View, 
and Red Mountain throughout the course of the six 
week league. 
 
Coach Wirth on entering the League, “The purpose 
of entering this league is to gain valuable 
experience against quality opponents before starting 
regular season play. Our regular season schedule is 
one of the toughest in the state.  We are excited 
about this opportunity.” 
 
The Skyline team will be led by senior shooting 
guard Chris Madison, the only starter holdover from 
last year’s team.  The rest of the team is filled with 
youth.  Junior, Levett Johnson will see most of the 
minutes at the point guard position.  Freshman, 
Jordan Lee, sophomore Matt Eisenmayer, Tyler 
Thornton, junior Cane Cade and senior Dakota 
Denee will log minutes at the off guard and forward 
positions, while senior Thomas Dunsmore looks to 
take over the post position.  Sophomore Isaiah Self 
and a talented pair of freshmen, Mike Mercer and 
Charlie Watkin may also figure in to some Varsity 
playing time in the Fall League.   
 
Of the league, Coach Cooper adds, “Playing in a 
league with defending state champions will show a 
team where they’re at real fast…our goal every year 
is to win a state title, so why not play in the best 
Fall League?” 
 
The Coyotes currently practice every day from 8-
9AM, their 1st hour AA Basketball class.  During 
this time, coaches take the opportunity to review 
offensive and defensive strategies.  This period of 
time is critical, especially for the younger players 
that may not know the entire system, yet. 
 
Mesa Public Schools is one of the only districts in 
the country to offer an Athletic Hour for student- 

athletes to hone their skills. 
 
Not only does the Athletic Hour allow for coaches to 
review on the court, it also allows them to keep tabs on 
their players from an academic standpoint.  Skyline 
Basketball’s cumulative GPA for the last six  
years is 3.02. 
 
 

All of the MYB Fall League games are played at 
Powell Junior High 

   

                       
                                2011 MYB                                      

High School Fall League Schedule 
 

9/14, Wed, 7PM     Skyline vs. Dobson 
9/22, Thurs, 8PM    Skyline vs. Red Mountain Black 
9/28, Wed, 7PM      Skyline vs. Mountain View     
10/6,Thurs, 8PM     Skyline vs. Red Mountain Black 
10/13,Thurs, 7PM    Skyline vs. Desert Ridge 
10/19, Thurs, 8PM   Skyline vs. Red Mountain Red 
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Skyline Basketball before a win over Gilbert High School @ 
U.S. Airways Arena, home of the Phoenix Suns. 
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�   CHRIS MADISON 
                 Senior Guard 

 
Name:  Chris Madison 

                   Class:  Senior 

GPA:  3.2 
Position: Shooting Guard, Senior Captain 
Parents:  Kaye & Bill Madison 
 
I am originally from :  Mesa, AZ 
My favorite college team:  Arizona State University 
My favorite food:  Chinese Food 
Future Plans:  Attend a four year college and play basketball; major in 
business; coach high school basketball. 
 
What I like the most about Skyline:  My coaches and my teammates. 
 
Coach’s Quote: “Chris has not only been an asset for the Skyline Basketball 
Program, but for Skyline High School from the time he walked onto campus.  
He is a young man with outstanding character and work ethic on and off of the 
court. He will be successful with whatever he decides to do.” –Coach Wirth 
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                         Word of the Month: Discipline                Word of the Month: Discipline 
           
Discipline:  Origin of the word means "to teach," 
"Instruction" and "Knowledge".  It is one of the 3 core 
traits, Dedication, Determination and Discipline, that we 
believe are the fundamental traits for someone to become 
their best.  Like any other trait and skill it has to be 
constantly practice.  You get the opportunity to practice 
Discipline every day.  It is doing something to help you 
better yourself especially when it isn't easy or isn't 
popular.  In today's world one is encountered with all 
kinds of opportunities to stray down the wrong path. 
Every day, you will be presented with the opportunity to 
practice Discipline, in doing so you strengthen yourself 
and refine yourself into becoming your very best and will 
be able to experience the very best that life has to offer. 

I asked my best friend Tim, a former Aircrewman for 
the U.S. Navy, what this word meant to him as research 
for this blurb.  He said something interesting to me.  
Amidst our conversation, he said “Overcome the battle 
with yourself.”  This makes perfect sense.  How many 
times have you been pushed in life and wanted to give 
up?  This happens to me daily.  It is with Discipline that 
we are able to overcome.  Having Discipline is what 
makes people successful, accomplish goals and in the 
end, makes them a better overall person.  The battle of 
good and evil, easy and hard, right and wrong goes on 
within us everyday.  How do we overcome these 
negatives?  It is with Discipline that we “Overcome the 
battle with yourself.” - Good stuff from my man, Tim. 
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Most coaches will tell their team that they want their players to 
represent themselves, their team, their family, and their 
community to the best of their ability.  Skyline Basketball takes 
this one step further by teaching their players how to accomplish 
this on and off of the court. 
 
The “All-In” Character Education Program, a key component of 
the Skyline Basketball Program, is something that all Skyline 
basketball players participate in and complete throughout the 
course of their four years at Skyline.  
 
The program emphasizes goal setting, character intangibles 
necessary to be successful, guest speakers, community service 
projects, grade checks, college resume sessions and much more.   

Kevin Mercer, father of Skyline point guard Michael Mercer states,  
“The (All-In) character education program is an essential part of 
what the Skyline Basketball Program is all about.  It brings a diverse 
group of student-athletes together around common values and goals.  
It also teaches them who they are even when no one is watching.” 
 
The objective of the “All-In” Program is to develop players as 
respectful, successful citizens and solid representations of their 
family, school and team on and off of the court.  
 
As the great John Wooden would say, “Who you are as a person is 
far more important than what you are as a basketball player.”  This 
quote epitomizes the “All-In” Program. 
 

 


